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PANTHER HALL 


HOME OF BALLROOM 3300 EAST LANCASTER 


“COWTOWN JAMBOREE” FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
-KIVT — CHANNEL 11 6:30 to 7:00 EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT PHONE JE 6-2891 
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WAYLON JENNINGS OCT. 30 
FIREMEN’S BALL OCT. 8 


FOR RESERVATION INFORMATION, CALL JE 6-2891—DALLAS 261-3196 
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The Editor’s Report 


Editor’s Note: Following letter was 
received and bears so much truth 
that we are going to use it in place 
of an editorial. 


Dear Editor: 


I would like to take a few minutes 
of your time, and mine, too, to speak 
out on something that should have 
been printed long ago. This thing I am 
speaking of is what’s commonly 
known in the music business as the 
“Record Racket’. I only hope to save 
some unsuspecting person the financial 
strain and the social embarrassment 
that the “Record Racketeer” can 
cause them. 

First of all, if someone wants to be 
a recording artist, they should never 
read the personal columns of the 
newspaper to find a recording com- 
pany to record for. A reputable record 
company does not have to advertise in 
newspapers for talent because they 
have an over-abundant flow of talent 
knocking on their doors every day. 
There are many legitimate record com- 
panies. Don’t sign a recording contract 
with just anyone merely for the sake 
of having a record out! The record 
conman will want you to sign a con- 
tract for a long period of time, he’ll 
want you to record about three songs 
a year, and he'll charge you about 
$500.00 and up for EACH record you 
record. Over a year’s period, that is a 
grand total of $1500.00 that you have 
literally given to the conman because 
you have gotten no earthly good out 
of the records yourself. Usually the 
quality of the record is so bad that the 
DJ’s wouldn’t touch it with a ten foot 
pole, and if they did, it would just be 
to throw it out of the window! Need- 
less to say, the record sales equal a big 
ZILCH also. 

The legitimate record company will 
sign you to a contract for a certain 
period of time in which they will take 
the cost of your recording session out 
of your royalties. In this case, you do 
not have to put any cash out so if your 
record does not sell, you still haven’t 
lost anything. However, the legitimate 
record man does promote the record 
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GLEN CAMPBELL 


‘By the time he got to Phoenix- 


He was a STAR’”’ 





GLEN CAMPBELL 


It all began to happen for Glen 
Campbell the night comedian Joey 
Bishop invited the singer to appear on 
his late night variety show on 
ABC-TV. An interested viewer that 
evening was Tommy Smothers, and 
within two months the Smothers 
Brothers announced that their 
hour-long series would be _ spelled 
during the summer months of 1968 by 
a show hosted by Glen Campbell. 
Although Glen’s rise to _ success 
seemingly took place in the span of a 
few months, it actually took closer to 
seven years of studio work and 
recordings before he got his break. 

Born in the small town of Delight, 
Arkansas, Glen’s musical career began 
at age four when his father bought him 
his first musical instrument, a Sears & 
Roebuck guitar. By the time he was 
six years of age, young Campbell 
joined his first band, a western group, 
led by his uncle, Dick Bills, in 
Albugerque, New Mexico. 

During the next few years, Glen 
toured with his uncle and, eventually, 
his own band. Albuquerque and a club 
called the Hitching Post were home 
base. One evening, while performing at 
the club, Glen met Billie Nunley, the 
girl who was soon to become Mrs. 
Glen Campbell. Shortly after they 
were married, the two of them, along 
with a ‘57 Chevrolet, a small trailer of 
belongings and about $300, departed 
for California and what was supposed 
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to be a new job and opportunity. It 
was early 1960, and as it turned out, 
there wasn’t any job. Glen, however, 
managed to play in a variety of 
different rock groups around the city. 
Although the money wasn’t great, it 
was enough — supplemented by Billie’s 
job in a bank — to pay the rent on a 
small apartment in Hollywood. 

Eventually Glen obtained regular 
work in the recording studios. By 
1961, his singing ability had-become as 
well-known as his guitar playing. 
Glen’s first national hit was “Turn 
Around——Look At Me,” which he 
recorded for a small label. This success 
attracted the attention of Capitol 
Records, and Glen was soon signed to 
an exclusive contract. His first release, 
“Too Late To Worry——Too Blue To 
Cry,” justified Capitol’s interest, and 
the disc jumped on the national 
bestsellers lists. 

Still, most of his time was taken up 
with recording sessions for other 
artists and while Capitol released a 
number of Campbell recordings, none 
became the big hit that the label was 
looking for to launch Glen’s career. 
Then, in 1967, Glen found a song in 
Nashville, “Gentle On My Mind,” 
which became an overnight smash. 
That was followed almost immediately 
by “By the Time I Get to Phoenix,” 
“Hey, Little One,’ and a string of 
others including “Wichita Lineman.” 
Along with the singles came the hit 
LP’s and by early 1968, Glen had 
established himself as one of the finest 
young singers in the country. 

The significant achievements of this 
multi-faceted entertainer include: 


* The “Glen Campbell Goodtime 
Hour,” on CBS-TV, one of the 
top-rated variety shows on 
television. 

* Recipient of ten Gold Records (7 
albums, 3 singles). 

* Winner of five Grammy Awards 
from the National Academy of 
Recording Arts & Sciences. 

* Honored as “Entertainer of the 
Year” in 1968 by the Country 
Music Association. 

* Winner of three Academy of 
Country & Western Music awards. 
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LUBBOCK, TEXAS 


FROM THE 
DUST BOWL 


Hey——make that the mud bowl. 
Lubbock’s had more rain than 
Houston this month. But it hasn’t 
dampened the spirits of the five 
o’clock funnel group that head for the 
strip and then the stomp on a 
Saturday night. Whatever flavor of C & 
W you dig, you'll find it around 
here——from the free and easy style of 
Larry Trider to the old “dance at the 
armory” bit where you dance in one 
direction all night or come out 
battered like a salmon _ headed 
upstream and whip out to the trunk of 
the car for refreshment. Talk about 
the good old days. 

Chuck Hall’s group is playing a lot 
of area towns——VFW dances, Bar 
Mitsvahs——wish they’d play a gig in 
town for a while. I’d personally like to 
know if he’s consistantly that good. 

Did you know that one of 
Lubbock’s biggest C & W fans is 
Truman Riddle of Villa Olds? In fact, 
if Oldsmobile ever makes a Toronado 
pickup, Truman’s the first name on 
the waiting list. And one of his 
salesmen is a pretty fair picker and 
songwriter. Who knows where the next 
Waylon will come from? 

Incidentally, Waylon’s mom still 
lives in Littlefield——and I hear she 
makes the best biscuits and gravy in 
the world. Also hear she has been 
known to call Chet Atkins and ask if 
he’s heard——“The Taker” yet! 

Make it out to one of the clubs this 
week if you can. Some great groups in 
town—— roaring like a family of lions. 
And you area fans——came down and 
join us——or support your local C & W 
group. They may end up in Nashville 
where they make them hot dang 
guitars talk. See you next month. 

by Carol Lenin 


* Star of Paramount’s Norwood, for 
producer Hal B. Wallis. It was Wallis 
who brought Glen to motion 
pictures, co-starring him with his 
boyhood idol, John Wayne, in True 
Grit, one of the highest grossing 
films of 1969. 

* Named “Best Pop Guitarist of 
1970” by Guitar Player Magazine. 


BEAT OF A DIFFERENT STRUM- 


MER — World-famous Bluegrass mu- 
sician Lester Flatt (seated, right) js 
“getting in tune” with his Chet Atkins, 
(seated, left) “world-famous guitar- 
picker” and Chief of RCA, Nashville. 
Looking on are Tandy Rice (back row, 
seated) of Moeller Talent, and A&R 
Producer Bob Ferguson (standing.) 
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THIS GORGEOUS LADY recently 
made an appearance at Panther Hall 
along with a couple of side kicks called 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Jones. This bundle of 
beauty is none other than Miss Tamala 
Georgette, daughter of George Jones 
and Tammy Wynette. 
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TREVINO TO PLAY IN 
MUSIC CITY TOURNAMENT 


Lee Trevino will appear in the 1971 
Music City U. S. A. Pro-Celebrity Golf 
Tournament in October, according to 
Tournament Director Frank Rogers. 
Rogers reports that Lee made his 
commitment verbally to Bobby Golds- 
boro, who appeared at Lee Trevino 
Day in El Paso, Texas, recently. 

The Mexican-American Trevino has 
participated in the Tournament be- 
fore, and vowed he would return. He is 
golf's leading money winner approach- 
ing $200,000 and won the U. S., 
Canadian and British Open in the 
space of a few weeks. The only hazard 
to his appearance is the CBS Golf 
Classic. filming in which he might be 
involved at that time. “This could 
interfere with any of the tournament’s 
35 invited professionals, but at most 
we will lose just two of them, and 
we're thinking optimistically this 
year,” stated Rogers. 

The 7th Annual Music City Tourna- 
ment will be held on Oct. 9 and 10 at 
Harpeth Hills Golf Course in Nashville 
and is co-sponsored by the NASH- 
VILLE TENNESSEAN newspaper, the 
Jr. Chamber of Commerce and the 
Country Music Association. The tour- 
nament combines golf professionals, 
music industry executives and music 
celebrities. Perry Como, Eddy Arnold, 
Lawrence Welk, Chet Atkins, Porter 
Wagoner, Faron Young, Glen Camp: 
bell, and Tennessee Ernie Ford. 
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KRAFT MUSIC HALL TO TV 
CMA COUNTRY AWARDS 


The Kraft Music Hall will televise 
the Country Music Association awards 
on October 10, 1971. The Sunday 
night show will include the awards to 
the best entertainer, single, album, 
song, female vocalist, male vocalist, 
vocal group, vocal duo, instrumental 
group, and instrumentalist of the year. 

The CMA mails out a form to each 
of its members and they make up the 
list in each category. Another list is 
prepared by the CMA and mailed to 
the members to vote on the top: 
five from a list made up of the 
qualified nominees. 

The nominees are too numerous to 
mention, however it will be reported 
next month when the top five in each 
category are reported. 

Category one has 25 nominees for 
Entertainer of the year. Category 2 has 
26 nominations for single record of 
the year. Category 3 has 23 nomina- 
tions for album of the year. Category 
4 with 24 nominations for song of the 
year. Category 5 — female vocalist with 
15. Category 6 — male vocalist with 
25. Category 7 — vocal group of the 
year, 14. Category 8 — vocal duo of 
the year, 14. Category 9 — instrument- 
al group of the year, 12. Category 10 
— instrumentalist of the year. 

Female Vocalist nominees are as 
follow: Lynn Anderson, Barbara Fair- 
child, Jan Howard, Peggy Little, Lo- 
retta Lynn, Anne Murray, Dolly 
Parton, Susan Raye, Jeanne C. Riley, 
Connie Smith, Sammi Smith, Diana 
Trask, Kitty Wells, Dottie West, and 
Tammy Wynette. 

Male Vocalist nominees are Bill 
Anderson, Bobby Bare, Jim Ed Brown, 
Glenn Campbell, Johnny Cash, Roy 
Clark, Don Gibson, Merle Haggard, 
Tom T. Hall, David Houston, Sonny 
James, Waylon Jennings, George 
Jones, Jerry Lee Lewis, Tommy Over- 
street, Buck Owens, Ray Price, Charley 
Pride, Jerry Reed, Marty Robbins, Mel 
Tillis, Conway Twitty, Porter Wagon- 
er, Freddy Weller, and Hank Williams, 
ix 


STRAIGHT SHUOTIN 





NEW TV SHOW 


STARS DALE WARD 





Carl Friend announced this past 
month that Kerr-McGee Oil Company 
of Oklahoma has purchased a TV show 
recently produced by him for a 26 
week period. 

The show is named “Love of the 
Common People” and features Dale 
Ward and his band. During the filming 
of the pilots Wonda Conklin, Johnny 
Darrell, and Henson Cargill were guest 
artists. CMR’s associate Editor Bo 
Powell will be the announcer. 
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Carl Friend and Bo Powell 
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Dale’s recent release of “Brand 
New Me’, on Dot records, was such a 
success that it won him many fans. 
Carl Friend is his exclusive personal 
manager and will soon be signed with 
an agency. 

Kerr-McGee has purchased the 
shows to place in markets that has a 
possible viewing of 70 million people. 
The shows are in their final production 
and should start within the next few 
weeks. 


JETHRO SUFFERS FATAL 
HEART ATTACK 


Jethro, of the famous Homer and 
Jethro team, suffered a heart attack 
early this past month. With the passing 
of Jethro, it broke up a team that has 
performed for 40 years together. 

Jethro, whose real name is Kenneth 
Burns, and Homer (Henry Hayes), 
were joined together and produced 
some of the greatest country comedy 
ever produced. 

Homer and Jethro were just a 
couple of Tennessee hillbillies, and 
proud of it. Their corny pardy records 
had made them popular entertainers in 
the nations posh nightclubs. 
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ACADEMY AWARD WINNER 
PLAYING IN MUSIC CITY 


Jose Ferrer, distinguished actor of 
both the screen and stage, will be 
coming to Nashville to play in the 
Music City U.S.A. Pro-Celebrity Golf 
Tournament. Ferrer, who won an Aca- 
demy Award for his portrayal of 
Cyrano de Bergerac in 1950, joins 
superstar Glen Campbell-and cowboy 
movie idol Roy Rogers, in making an 
early commitment to Tournament 
Director Frank Rogers. 

“We are certainly delighted that 
such a prominent member of the 
movie industry will be in this year’s 
field. Mr. Ferrer has friends in Nash- 
ville and his acceptance of a celebrity 
invitation further strengthens the cast 
for what we feel sure is going to be the 
finest tournament we've held,” stated 
Wade Pepper, CMA President and 
Chairman of the Music City Golf 
Board. 

Lee Trevino, PGA’s leading money 
winner with $197,000, will be playing 
in the Professional Category, and was 
the first pro to make a commitment 
for the Music City. 

The seventh annual tournament is 
scheduled for October 8, 9 and 10 at 
the Harpeth Hills Municipal Course, 
and invitations to participate in the 
celebrity and professional golf divi- 
sions have been extended to an im- 
pressive group. The Country Music 
Association, Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and the NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEAN are co-sponsors of the 
fun-filled event. 


—SYMPATHY— 


The CMR staff and all the readers 
wish to express their sympathy to the 
family of Joe Long, who this past 
month has passed on. Joe was the 
news director at radio station KBOX 
in Dallas. 


C. R. Tubb, Sr., Ernest Tubbs 
father, died at his home in Kemp, 
Texas at the age of 85. Dave Dudley’s 
father also died, our sympathy to Dave 
and all the family. 

Hillman Hall, brother to Tom T. 
Hall, lost his wife Patricia, and son, 
Mark in a fire in their home at 
Columbus, Ohio. 





COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS 


JOIN WBAP FIRST ANNIVERSARY 





JUST WRITE, “TO DEBBIE, WITH LOVE” — Decca recording artist Bill 
Anderson obliges one of many autograph seekers at WBAP radio’s Country 
Gold First Anniversary show in Fort Worth, Texas. 


One year after adopting its “‘Coun- 
try Gold” broadcasting format, radio 
station WBAP, Fort Worth, Texas, has 
achieved the number one ranking in 
adult listeners in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth ARB total survey area. 

To celebrate the achievement, the 
station staged one of the biggest live 
country music spectaculars ever to hit 
Fort Worth. 

Country artists Tom T. Hall, Bill 
Anderson, Jan Howard, Dave Dudley, 
the Stonemans, and Jimmy Wakely 
drew 5,000 fans to the Tarrant Coun- 
try Convention Center August 15 for 
WBAP’s “Country Gold First Anniver- 
sary Show.” 

WBAP’s No. 1 ranking is all the 
more impressive, considering that the 
station had been a steady fifth in Fort 
Worth, and eighth in Dallas with its 
previous MOR (Middle-of-Road) for- 
mat according to ARB figures a year 
ago. 
“All of a sudden, WBAP is one of 
the dominant forces in country 


music,” noted Mercury recording artist 


Dave Dudley. “We hear about it from 
our fans everywhere we go.” 

“We travel with WBAP,” added Bill 
Anderson. “The second button on the 
radios in our bus and my personal car 
stays on 820.” 


A popular recording artist with his 
own syndicated TV show, Anderson 
got a standing ovation in Fort Worth 
with his performance of “Where Have 
All Our Heroes Gone?” 

WBAP purchased exclusive rights to 
the 50,000 watt clear-channel 820 
frequency in May of last year prior to 
its format change in August. Before 
that, WBAP shared time equally with a 
Dallas-based station on 820 and 
5,000-watt 570. 

“The deejays have to be one reason 
for WBAP’s popularity,” analyzed 
writer/singer Tom T. Hall. “The 
people who play the music really 
know what they’re talking about, and 
it shows.” 

The new format has paid off finan- 
cially, too, according to station mana- 
ger Hal Chesnut. 

“The station’s total net income for 
July of this year was up 218% over 
July, 1970,” he noted. “And we’re up 
163% over the first seven months of 
1970.” 

Chesnut said this increase in sales 
had been accomplished with the addi- 
tion of only one person to the sales 
staff. The station has been sold out 24 
hours a day 80 per cent of the time 
since February 1971. 
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Program director Don Day 
attributes much of the station’s suc- 
cess to its “hard country” sound. 

“We play traditional country music, 
rather than the so-called ‘modern 
country’ sound,” he explained. “We 
never rule out a record because it’s 
‘too country’. If it’s popular, by a 
good artist, and well done, we'll play 
“a 

With its power and location in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area, 
WBAP has the largest listening audi- 
ence of any country music station in 
the world. 





MARIE OWENS JOINS 
SCHAFER PROMOTIONS 


Don Schafer has reported that 
Marie Owens, the 15 year old fresh- 
man from Duncanville, Texas, recently 
made her first recording in Nashville. 

Four songs were recorded at Music 
City Studios in Nashville with Don 
Tweedy as arranger, Don Schafer as 
producer, and Scotty Moore as en- 


gineer. 

Miss Owens has been seen by many 
in the area where she has performed 
on stage, radio, and the “Cowtown 
Jamboree” at Panther Hall. 

Songs recorded were “Hurt” by 
Timi Yuro (pop song that was a 
million seller), “Take Them Chains 
From My Heart” by the late and great 
Hank Williams, and Sammi Smith’s 
“Saunders Ferry Lane”. 
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PERSONAL INTERVIEW by DEBBIE 


The PRIDE of Country Music 


= 

I recently had the privilege of inter- 
viewing a man who, in such a short 
time, has caused many avid Country 
Music fans to go COLORBLIND. The 
fans don’t care what color he is. They 
just know he sings the heck out of a 
good country song. He’s a human be- 
ing just like the rest of us. He eats 
home-cooked meals, he drinks water 
out of a glass, and he sleeps in a bed 
just like you and me. In fact, Charley 
Pride refers to himself as “‘just an ordi- 
nary guy’, but we'll let YOU make 
your own decision as to whether or 
not YOU think he’s an ordinary guy. 


DEBBIE: “Charley, you were born 
in Sledge, Mississippi, 
right?” 

CHARLEY: “Yeah, that’s __ right, 
Debbie.” 

DEBBIE: “Do you mind saying 


what year?” 
CHARLEY: “I would rather not. [ll 
just say I’m over 30.” 
“Okay. What do you like 
to do with your time, 
Charley? | mean what are 
some of your hobbies?” 
CHARLEY: “Well, I like golf. I went 
out yesterday and played 
a few holes of golf. I like 
to watch T. V. That’s one 
of my biggest hobbies and 
maybe one of my biggest 
problems. I love almost 
any kind of sports. I like 


DEBBIE: 
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DEBBIE: 


CHARLEY: 








to watch football and bas- 
ketball, and I used to play 
baseball. I wanted to bea 
great baseball player, at 
one time, but I didn’t 
make it.” 

“You recently went to 
camp and worked out 
with one of the ball 
teams, didn’t you?” 
“Yeah, I did. I went to 
camp with the Brewers. I 


DEBBIE: 


CHARLEY: 


DEBBIE: 


CHARLEY: 


(Continued on page 9) 


really enjoyed it. I wish I 
was still up there! I got 
my muscles toned up, but 
not as much as I wanted 
to. I’ve always wanted to 
stay in shape, even after I 
quit playing baseball, and 
this gave me a chance to 
try to get myself back in 
condition.” 

‘*That sounds like it 
would be harder than 
singing! Charley, | know 
you've had the steel play- 
er, Gene O’Neal, traveling 
with you for a long time, 
but I understand you 
carry a full band with you 
now. Is that right?” 
“Right. I have Preston 
Buchanon on bass, budy 
gray on drums, and Tom- 
my Wheland on fiddle 
and lead guitar.” 

“What do you plan on 
doing now, Charley? By 
this, I mean, you are 
almost at the top of the 
ladder already. What will 
you do when you reach 
the very top?” 

“Well, being the type of 
person I am, Debbie, | 
will never reach the top. 
If I were to start acting, 
and if I were to win 5 
Oscars, I would still not 
be at the top because I 
would always have an- 





Hundreds look on as Charley performs to his many fans at Panther Hall. 
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CHARLEY: 


DEBBIE: 


CHARLEY: 


DEBBIE: 


CHARLEY: 


“All of them! I listened 
to all of the Country 
Music artists. I listened to 
all music as far as that’s 
concerned. I was _ influ- 
enced by everything I was 
associated with while | 
was growing up. I’ve al- 
ways been a deep thinker, 
and I’ve always wanted to 
do my own thinking. I’ve 
listened to everything 
anyone ever told me, and 
then I tried to evaluate 
what they’ve told me to 
find out what position 
that put me in.” 

“Like if you were going 
to buy records of listen to 
the radio, who would 
your favorite artists be?” 
“That would be hard to 
say. Of course, I’ve played 
Sam Cooke so much that 
my wife is tired of hear- 
ing the records. I just met 
Brook Benton, and I got 
his “Best of Brook Ben- 
ton” album. You know, 
that’s when he had all 
those real big hits on Mer- 
cury. It would really be 
hard for me to say who | 
like in the Country field 
because I like all of them. 
I like them all the way 
from Roy Acuff, Ernest 
Tubb, Bill Monroe——all 
the way up to NOW. | 
like some of the songs of 
all of the artists ‘cause all 
of them have had hits. If I 
had to be pinned down 
for my current favorites | 
would say Haggard, Way- 
lon Jennings, Tammy 
Wynette, George Jones, 
who I really love. The list 
could go on and on, so [’ll 
just say I like them all. 
That way, I think it will 
cover all of them.” 

“As far as your songs go, 
Charley, do you. pick 
your own material or 
does Jack Clement pick 
it?” 

“We both do now. At 
first I didn’t have too 
much say-so. I said what I 
liked or didn’t like, but a 
lot of times I was told by 
Jack that I was wrong. 
I’ve done some songs that 


I didn’t want to particu- 
larly do, and I’m doing 
now just the songs that I 
like.” 
“When you were getting 
started, did anyone in 
particular give you a 
‘break’?” 
CHARLEY: “Everyone. In fact, that’s 
why my producer is here 
now. This friend of mine, 
Glenn Ash, is playing over 
at the Executive Inn. He 
wants to get on record, so 
he asked me if I would 
get Jack to come down to 
Dallas, and I did. Chet 
Atkins was_ responsible 
for me getting on R.C.A. 
All entertainers have to 
be helped along by other 
artists. No one can make 
it without some sort of 
help. Red Foley and Red 
Sovine were really respon- 
sible for me making the 
decision to go to Nash- 
ville to be heard.” 
“Well, I would like to say, 
Charley, that it’s been a 
real pleasure sitting here 
chatting with you. I 
would like to ask you one 
more question before you 
have to run. Is Charley 
Pride really your real 
name?” 
CHARLEY: “Yep, it sure is. It’s 
Charley Frank Pride. My 
middle name is Frank! 


DEBBIE: 


DEBBIE: 


(Ed’s Note: The above interview was 
made by Debbie Brimer who will from 
time to time provide personnel inter- 
views with the artist.) 


COUNTRY EXHIBIT GAINS 
TILLMAN MEMENTOES 


Soon to be on display in the Coun- 
try Music Hall of Fame and Museum 
will be a ten-gallon Texas white hat 
belonging to Floyd Tillman, the 
Oklahoma-born singer and_ instru- 
mentalist who saw his “It Makes No 
Difference Now” recorded on well 
over a hundred records in the ‘30’s. 

The personally autographed hat 
also bears the titles of many other of 
Tillmen’s hits such as “Slippin’ 
Around” and “I Love You So Much It 
Hurts.’ 
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HAGGARD AT WASHINGTON 
D.C. CULTURAL CENTER 


Merle Haggard, Country Music’s 
very own Superstar, is the first 
Country artist confirmed to appear in 
the benefit performances for the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing. 
Arts in Washington, D.C. The Capitol 
Records’ artist who was the recipient 
of four Country Music Association 
Awards in 1970, will make Country 
Music’s debut at the Cultural Center 
on September 14th in the 2,750 seat 
Concert Hall. 

Haggard, as well as other artists, 
will contribute his performance to 
benefit a special fund té provide a 
substantial number of discount tickets 
for those in low income groups to all 
events at the Kennedy Center. An 
artist who is known for writing and 
recording a number of hit songs about 
the grassroots society, will have the 
distinct honor of being one of the 
Center’s Founding Artists. 

The purpose of the Center is to 
provide a national stage for the finest 
of all the performing arts, and oppor- 
tunities for the growth and experience 
of young performers and young audi- 
ences, and other age groups as well. It 
will also serve as a civic and educa- 
tional institution. The inagural year 
will begin with a two-week festival on 
September 8th, during which Haggard 
will make his appearance. 

The Performing Arts Center has 
been under development in the na- 
tion’s capitol for over 12 years. It was 
created by an Act of Congress and 
signed into law by President Eisen- 
hower on September 2, 1958. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower remained one of the 
Center’s most steadfast supporters un- 
til his death in 1969, and Presidents 
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon also 
lent their total support and influence 
in making a reality. . 

It is anticipated that announcement 
of additional Country Music artists’ 
appearances will be made in the near 
future. 


Tillman presented the hat to Mrs. 
Jo Walker, CMA Executive Director, 
who accepted on behalf of the Coun- 
try Music Foundation, operator of the 
Hall of Fame. Tillman was in the city 
for a recording session as well and was 
accompanied by his wife. His latest re- 
cording is “Daisy Mae.” 
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Willie Nelson and the Record men 
have moved back to Nashville. They 
have been living at Bandera, Texas, at 
the Lost Valley Dude Ranch for the 
past few months. Willie is due to come 
to Panther Hall in September, his first 
trip back since last year (August). 

It was overheard that a well known 
lady-singer, during a show recently, 
asked newly acquaint friend if “‘she 
had a ‘Bird’ ”. “A what,” replied the 
friend. “A bird, honey,” repeated the 
lady-singer. “Oh no, _ they’re too 
messy,’ was the answer. The 
lady-singer looked amazed and walked 
away. 

Another well known regional singer 
recently “did his thing” back stage at 
Panther Hall (We are not mentioning 
names because those who were there 
know who it was, and those who were 
not there, should have been if they are 
interested.). Seems he got very upset 
when a Nashville artist appeared on 
“his stage” at the request of another 
Nashville artist. He even asked if he 
should take his band off the stage. He 
also jumped a WBAP DJ and told him 
(as if he had anything to do with it) 
about the promises that were made by 
WBAP to the artist who performed 
free for the opening of country music 
format a year ago, that they would be 
booked on their show. This artist was 
quite upset because he wasn’t booked 
as well as any of the other artists who 
performed in the grand opening. 

Johnny Darrel has long hair and the 
whole bit. It doesn’t interfere a bit 
with his singing. Johnny says his 
mother told him to get a haircut, he 
did, “but I ain't put it on yet.” 
Johnny is soon to be seen in the new 
TV production with Bo Powell “‘Love 
Of The Common People”. 

Speaking of this show, Bo Powell 
was the hero. He produced, directed, 
MC, and etc., even after a mass of 
confusion was preceeded the filming. 
Carl Friend came through with the 
talent, financing, and sale of the show. 
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The CMR officials were recently 
called to Oklahoma City on a big 
business venture that turned out to be 
like many more. All talk and no 
action. It seems that some people have 
to go to extremes to influence others 
regardless of what it may cost to those 
involved. 

Want to hear something funny. 
That Chrysler that Bill Mack rides the 
road with is really none other than a 
Joe Hick’s Cadillac, Coup De Ville 
(Bright yellow). 

Mel Tillis recently performed at 
Panther Hall and really entertained the 
fans. He made many. Mel is a great 
performer as well as an artist. So many 
artists will walk on stage and sing their 
songs. But there are a few who will 
sing their songs and put a show with it. 
The people loved him. Mel is no doubt 
one of the best entertainers in the 
business today. Watch him for awards, 
he has earned them. 

Speaking of awards, have you ever 
wondered why the great Jerry Lee 
Lewis has never won an award from 
Nashville. Here is an artist who 
everytime releases a song it goes on the 
charts. Many of them to number one. 
He has broken practically every 
attendance record set by any artist 
throughout the country, but never 
wins the awards and sometimes 
doesn’t even get nominated. Makes 
you wonder, doesn’t it? We know that 
to some Jerry may not win a 
popularity contest, but this has 
nothing to do with his talent. 

The awards again will be presented 
before the convention this year on 
October 10th, with the convention 
October 13-16. Wonder why the 
Country Music Association can’t get 
the awards to follow the convention? 


Seems this ought to be used to top off 


this great event. 

Sammi Smith and Jody Payne have 
tied the knots (married). Now guess 
what, We Three Country are back 
together again. Darald Hicks and 
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COUNTRY-AMERICAN 
KYAL COVERS NORTH TEXAS 


KYAL is the “Country-American” 
music station for the north Texas area. 
Doc Holiday, formerly the number 
one DJ in Nashville for five years, is 
the new General Manager and 
President of AHB_ Broadcasting 
Company, who recently purchased the 
station. 

Using the copyrighted “Country 
American” theme, KYAL believes it is 
time to say something good about this 
country and about “‘country American 
Music’”’. 

KYAL is FCC Licensed for 
McKinney, Texas with general offices 
in Plano. KYAL has for the past 30 
days been doing a remote broadcast 
from Grapevine, Texas, endorsed by 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
sponsored by the merchants of 


Grapevine. 
Other remotes have been held in 
Richardson, Mesquite, Princeton, 


Allen, Lewisville, Denton and 
McKinney. From all this you can see 
why KYAL, The Country American 
station, is covering North Texas with 
that good Country American Music. 


ACROSS FROM 
PANTHER HALL 


JAC K’S 
PANTHER ANNEX 


321 So. Collard 


JAM SESSION 
Sunday 


2 p.m. — 12 p.m. 


Tuesday 
8 p.m. — 12 p.m. 


JACK YOUNG 





Kenny Smith are back in the family 
with Jody Payne, they are now the 
band for Sammi. 


TENNESSEE ERNIE TO OPEN 
LUBBOCK FAIR 


LUBBOCK——A star-studded stage 
show, a free sway pole act, a Texas 
Wildlife Exhibit, three horse shows, 
cattle and swine shows, agricultural 
and military displays and a host of 
other attractions will headline the 
54th annual Panhandle South Plains 
Fair here Sept. 27-Oct. 2. 

Tennessee Ernie Ford, top box 
office attraction at the fair five years 
ago, will appear in Fair Park Coliseum 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
along with The Celebration and 
comedian-singer Glenn Ash. 

An all-star Mexican variety show 
featuring songstress Lucha Villa, 
recording star Jose Alfredo Jimenez 
and the Guadalajaras, a mariachi 
group, will take over the spotlight on 
Thursday. 

Friday and Saturday, the marquee 
changes to country-western star Merle 
Haggard, his wife Bonnie Owens and 
The Strangers. 

The daredevil Sky Kings, who 
perform atop 100-foot poles 30 feet 
apart, will be in action'at 2 p. m., 4 p. 
m., 6 p. m., and 8 p.m. on Monday 
and Saturday. The 2 p. m. 
performance will not be presented 
Tuesday through Friday. 

An open horse show will be 
conducted on Sept. 30, followed by an 
Appaloosa horse show on Friday and 








the popular quarter horse show on 
Saturday. 

Cattle and swine judging begins 
early on opening day. 

Pigeon, rabbit, tropical fish and a 
bantam show also are on tap. A record 
number of entries are expected in the 
popular women’s division. Agricultural 
exhibits, fine arts, flowers, china 
painting, relics and antiques, industrial 
arts and creative arts displays also will 
be sharing the limelight. 

More than $38,000 in premiums are 
being offered in all divisions. 

A large military display also is being 
arranged. 

Two other special events include 
the 18th annual West Texas Twirling 
Festival” and the 4th annual fiddler’s 
contest, both scheduled on a 
jam-packed windup Oct. 2. 

The Parade of Bands, featuring 
dozens of area high — school 
aggregations competing for $1,250 in 
cash prizes and trophies, will launch 
the weeklong run with downtown 
parade. 

Charles R. Bacon is president of the 
fair association this year. Lennis Baker 
is vice president and Marvin B. 
Hilburn, Jr. is treasurer. Other 
directors of the non-profit association 
include Charles L. Adams Jr., Joe E. 
Baldridge, R. E. “Bob” Gee, Chas. A. 
Guy, Homer E. Hunt and John 
Vickers. 


KELL Radio 


LUBBOCK’S 24 HOUR COUNTRY MUSIC STATION 


THE NUMBER 1 COUNTRY MUSIC STATION 
IN WEST TEXAS FOR OVER 10 YEARS. 


1460 AM & 96.3 FM 


CORBIN BROADCASTING COMPANY 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 
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COUNTRY MUSIC SURVEY 
SHOWS BROADCAST GROWTH 


The annual survey of the radio 
stations in the United States and 
Canada conducted by the Country 
Music Association has been completed 
with returns showing continued 
growth in the use of Country Music as 
a form of broadcast entertainment. Of 
all the stations broadcasting commer- 
cially excluding simulcast 35.6% are 
airing some or all Country Music. 

Over 6000 radio stations were 
mailed questionaires earlier this -year. 
Some 3000 replied not only to the 
factual data requested but also in- 
cluded comments about the use of 
Country Music. From the returns 25% 
or 624 stations are broadcasting 
Country Music on a fulltime basis. 
This figure includes stations which are 
on the air 24 hours a day as well as 
those which broadcast only during 
daylight hours. Of the total stations 
contacted which are not simulcasting, 
some 10% are fulltime Country Music 
broadcasters across the nation. 

Another 62% or 1563 stations 
(those answering the questionnaire) 
are broadcasting Country Music on a 
part time basis. This varies from two 
hours per day to as much as 18 hours 
per day. Of the total contacted in the 
survey 25-1/2% of the nation’s stations 
broadcast part time Country Music. 

The replies to the questionnaire do 
not reflect the numbers of stations 
which broadcast much Country Music 
as Pop, featuring such artists as 
Johnny Cash, Ray Price, Glen Camp- 


bell, Anne Murray, etc. These artists 
are not classified by many broad- 


casters as hard Country and as a result 
are played consistently on many Pop 
or MOR stations. Many other Country 
Music artists and Country songs are 
played on those stations as Pop Music. 
Tabulations by CMA _ show those 
stations which deliberately break 
down their programming formats to 
showsthat they do broadcast Country 
Music as a specific musical form. 

The survey is compiled into a listing 
of the stations and the Program or 
Music Director responsible for selec- 
tion of music; in some cases a DJ has 
been listed. The listing breaks down 
within the individual state into the 
number of hours per day of broadcast 
and within that category tha stations 
are alphabetized. 
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News—Country Style 


Pretty Dot. songstress Diana Trask 
met with misfortune recently. While 
attempting to change a flat tire the 
handle of a bumper jack slipped from 
her grip and flipped back into her face. 
Miss Trask was immediately hos- 
pitalized and underwent an extensive 
surgery. She is recuperating at her 
Nashville home and will not be back in 
action for several weeks. 

Western star Rex Allen has fully 
recovered from a mild coronary and 
has resumed his summer tours. 

Jody Payne and Sammi Smith 
announced their marriage this past 
month. Jody Payne, as you may 
remember, was a member of the We 
Three Country (recorded by our own 
label CMR). Not only did Sammi “tie 
the knot” with Jody, she got the other 
two of the Three Country as her band. 

Hank Thompson has sold more 
than 30 million records in his 25 years 
of selling tham. 

Mel Tillis recently taped a TV pilot 
for Nashville Teleprojects at WSIX TV 
studios in Nashville with guests artist 
Sammi Smith and Bobby Bare. 

Ernest Tubb says the E. T. Record 
Shop in Nashville will move with the 
Opry to the new “Opryland” complex 
when it moves, sometime next year. 

Tom T. Hall, that “I Remember 
The Day That Clayton DeLaney Died” 
fellow, has taped a series of TV 
commercials for the Ralston Purina 
folks at his farm in Nashville. This 
song about “Clayton” is his biggest yet. 
Tom you remember had “Seven Days 
In The County Jail” “Ballad of Forty 
Dollars’, etc. He also was the man 
who wrote “Harper Valley P.T.A.” 

September 3-5 will bring the Lone 
Star Bluegrass Festival at Garland, 
Texas. On the show will be Bill 
Monroe, Lester Flatt, Goins Brothers, 
Jim & Jesse, Mitchell Land, James 
Monroe, Carl Story, Don Ren and Red 
Smiley. 

The Hitchin’ Post in Ft. Worth has 
recently been purchased by J. T. 
McElheney and Chuck Watts. One of 
the first things they did was bring back 
Buddy Price and the Silver Dollars 
who include Hank Webster, lead; 
Charley Root, drums; and Tony Cash, 
guitar. 

The Surf Side Six club at the Park 
Plaza Motel in Ft. Worth is becoming 
the meeting place for the artist visiting 
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in Ft. Worth. This is one of Bo Yale’s 
chain of lounges which also include 
the Hungary I, Charley Brown’s, and 
Mr. McGoos. Much country music can 
be found on his jukeboxes along with 
a guest “picker” every once in a while. 

Welcome to KVOO Tulsa, another 
50,000 watts for country music. We 


understand that Billy Parker is their 


midnight to dawn jock. 

Country Music goes all over the 
world. John Stirn of the U. S. 
Information Agency visited the CMA 
(Country Music Asso.) offices in 
Nashville to obtain information about 
country music to distribute outside 
the U. S. CMA’s Executive Director, 
Mrs. Jo Walker, met with Mr. Stirn for 
many hours and furnished him with 
information of the industry for his 
release to 120 different locations 
throughout the world. 

Country Music is big in Canada, 
England, Sweden, Norway, Australia, 
Germany, and Japan, just to mention a 
few. 

That fabulous Fats Domino was 
scheduled to be at Panther Hall July 


4th, but had to cancel because of 


illness. What a lot of people don’t 
know is that it is Fats Domino who 
holds the all time attendance record at 
Panther Hall set in 1964. It was during 
a benefit on a Sunday afternoon and 
more than 6,000 attended. Any way 
look for him to return, possibly in 
December. 

Bob Wood up in Oklahoma City, 
everybody knows Cousin Bob, has 
moved his music store into a much 
larger building. Bobby also pic’s and 
grins with his own band, The Del 
Rays, and has one of the greatest sister 
acts in the business, The Parish Sisters. 

Wards Drug Stores are booking 
talent from every direction for the 
store opening in North Texas. They 
average about one a week. They have 
had such greats as Porter Wagonner, 
Waylon Jennings, Conway Twitty, 
Wonda Conklin, Skeeter Davis, Bill 
Mack and many more. 

Charlie Pride is not the only 
Country Singer who worked out with 
the baseball big league. Bill Anderson 
recently was on a west coast tour and 
visited the California Angeles Park at 
Anahiem and worked out with the 
Milwaukee Brewers. Bill wore uniform 
number 45. 
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Roger Miller will appear in Dallas 
September 7 through 27 at the 
Fairmont Hotel where he appeared last 
February as one of the best 10 money 
makers for the Club. Miller has won 11 
Grammy Awards and three albumns 
have been given Gold Albumn Awards. 
He has written over 500 songs which 
include “King of the Road”, “‘Chug- 
a-Lug”, “Dang Me”, “England 
Swings”, and many many more. 

Murray Kellum, Epic recording star 
whose disking of “Joy to the World”, 
is none other than the same Murray 
Kellum who a few years back had the 
big hit “Long Tall Texan’’. 

Merle Haggard who was off for two 
months with a sinus ailment is back in 
action due to be in Lubbock for the 
big fair dates. 

Mel Tillis and wife are expecting 
child number 5 in January 72. Mel is 
due to return with the Glenn Campbell 
Show along with Jerry Reed. By the 
way, the stuttering that Mel does is no 
fake. It’s the “real thing”, but it don’t 
bother his singing a bit. 

Radio station KBUY has appointed 
Bill Hessian as their new manager. He 
is also station manager of a radio 
station in Tucson, Arizona. The new 
program director is Steve Hasen. 

Sammi Smith’s new record, “‘For 
the Kids,” was written by Playboy 
Magazine cartoonist Phil Silverstein, 
who also wrote Johnny Cash’s “A Boy 
Named Sue’”’. 

Ray Chaney has really done it now. 
He has cut a Nashville hit. Just 
returning from Nashville where he 
recorded a song that he wrote in 1959, 
“How Are Things In Oklahoma”. He 
backed it with a real good ole 
standard, “I Don’t See Me In Your 
Eyes Anymore”. 

Ray’s got some of Nashvilles’ best 
musician, Tommy Jackson, Fiddle; 
Lloyd Green, Steel; Junior Hiskie, 
Bass; Braddy Harm, Drum; Chip 
Yound and Tommy Alsup, Guitar; 
with the voices of Dog McCrea Vocal 
Group. 

Lawton Williams will DJ the new 
WBAP radio broadcast of Country 
Music on Sunday from midnight to 5 
a. m. Until now WBAP has gone off 
the air, but by so many request and 
advertising demands they are starting 
the new program. Lawton also has the 
midnight to 5 shift on Saturday night. 


OCTOBER IS 
COUNTRY MUSIC MONTH 


CMA’s annual promotion of 
October as International Country 
Music Month is being planned, and 
individuals and businesses of virtually 
every segment of the music industry 
are busy formulating promotional 
ideas and scheduling activities for this 
very special event. 

Roy Horton, who has been the 
Chairman of this committee for several 
years, is spearheading the drive for 
expansion into new areas, as well as 
continuing the established efforts of 
obtaining proclamations from _ the 
Governors of all fifty states, declaring 
October Country Music Month in their 
respective states. Johnny Cash will 
make the plea to the governors for 
proclamations on behalf of CMA. 
1971 plans include the reading of the 
proclamations by the governors on 
tape which will be played on the air by 
that state’s radio stations. 

October was officially proclaimed 
Country Music Month by President 





Nixon in 1970, and the committee is 
very hopeful that the President will 
honor Country Music in this manner 
again in 1971. 

Posters denoting this period as a 
time for all fans and industry people 
to pay tribute to Country Music will 
be distributed to radio stations across 
the U.S. and Canada for placement in 
record shops and other outlets. 
Indications are that ‘the’ record 
companies will participate by using the 
“Country Music Month” theme in all 
advertising and promotional activities 
by their label during October. At press 
time, RCA Records has confirmed 
their assistance and cooperation with 
CMA in this endeavor by creating and 
using specially designed display items 
for Country Music Month and using 
this theme on all advertising materials. 
All product and items released will be 
geared toward promoting this special 
month. 

A book of _ stickers _ stating 
“Remember to Plug October as 
Country Music Month” will be sent to 
all managers and bookers of Country 
Music in late August with a request 
that they be placed on artists’ 
contracts prior to and during October. 


(Left to right) Charlie Walker, Jim Blevins (Chairman of the Tennessee 
Country Gentlemen and President of Blevins Popcorn) and Bob Luman pause 
a moment from a practice session for the Music City Pro-Celebrity Golf 
Tournament which will be held in Nashville October 9 and 10. 
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ASSOCIATED 
COUNTRY 
ENTERPRISES 


Proudly Presents 


The Associated 
Country 


DEBBIE & JAN 


FOR THE FINEST STAGE SHOW 
GROUP OR CLUB ACT 
WRITE OR CALL 


P.0. Box 17268 
Dallas, Texas 75217 
Ph. (214) 521-9746 
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ken’'s 


kountry 


kackels 


Well here we go again with some 
more of K.K.K. and things have really 
been happening since last month. 
First, | got a record and letter from 
my old buddie Freddie Carr, who is 
now on the WWVA Jamboree. Wow, 
his record of ““Maybe She’ll Find Out” 
is one of the prettiest songs I’ve heard 
in ages. I really hope it’s a hit because 
I’m the guy who instigated his quitting 
school and leaving town with me in 
search of fame and fortune in the 
music world. In fact this little episode 
almost got me hauled back to the 
Anderson, South Carolina county jail 
on a charge of contrituting to the 
delinquency of a minor, but for some 
reason the charges were dropped. 
Personally I think that the good 
citizens of Anderson talked Fred’s 
parents into dropping the charges 
when they heard that I might be 
returning to their fair city. Drat, by 
them dropping the charges against me 
I missed my chance of seeing Johnny 
Cash record one of his live prison 
albums. Just think, if they’d have 
poked me in the pokie, I could have 
called this column, “Commentary 
From Solitary.”” I guess they knew 
what they were doing because any jail 
I get into, it lowers their standard so 
much that it throws them into a “Low 
Rent” district. 

Seriously, I have been thinking 
about recording an album in a prison. 
Boy, that’s one crowd that ain’t gonna 
get up and walk out on me, you could 
say, that would be a captive audience, 
and when my manager runs on stage 
after each joke with a sign saying 
“applause” (Hanging on the end of his 
tommy gun) I’m gonna get it. Several 
years ago I done a show for a bunch of 
ex-convicts and I was so impressed by 
the outcome of the engagement that I 
wrote a song called, “They Broke 
Parole When They Broke My Jaw.”.. . 
If me and Johnny Cash both start 
playing “Prison Shows”, Ill bet I 
could get rich by selling “Do-It- 
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Yourself’ “Electric Chairs” to in- 
mates who'd rather die. 

Really I guess I should thank the 
good citizens of Anderson for 
coming : to bat for me and getting the 
charges dropped, and while I’m at it 
I'd like to thank them for the 
anonymous monthly monetary dona- 
tion they send me, for without them I 
couldn’t have stayed out of town as 
long as I have. I'd also like to remind 
them of the increased cost of living, 
and .. . if the amount of these 
donations isn’t increased, Ill be forced 
to return to Anderson in the near 
future. Also I'd like to remind them of 
all the good I’ve done, for their town. 
Only while “I? was in town could a 
“Night Watchman” name his salary 
and get it. Yes, Anderson, South 
Carolina owes me darn near as much as 
I owe in Anderson. 

During the past month, the Jimmy 
Heap Show and myself played shows 
with two great artist; Jimmy Rogers 
(of “Honeycomb” fame) and Lou 
Rawls {one of the greatest “Soul” 
and““Rock’n Roll” singers in the 
business). Both are real great guys. In 
fact Lou reminds me of Charlie Pride 
because like Charlie, he has the same 
“easy going’, “friendly” personality. 
Playing shows with great artist like this 
made me really realize just how many 
devoted fans Jimmy Heap has and how 
much they worship him. Their devo- 
tion was so great that every time 
Jimmy walked on stage you could hear 
them gasp, “Oh My God, Jimmy 
Heap!” Some even dropped to their 
knees . they pretended to be 
looking for beer bottles to throw but I 
know they were just “fronting’ out”. 
By the way we’re playing a show with 
Phyllis Diller this month and if I’m 
lucky maybe I can get a pin-up picture 
of her. Wow, a pin-up picture of 
Phyllis Diller . . . Boy that would set 
back photography and sex twenty 
years. If I don’t get the picture, my 
friend, Dale McBride, is going to be 
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playing eleven shows with her in 
September and maybe he can “con” 
‘her out of one. I'll bet he can do it 
too. Old sweet singin’, smooth talking 
Dale could talk a “teetotaler” into 
gettin’ “Falling Down”, “Knee- 
Walking”’, “Commode-Huggin’ ” drunk. 
He’s great!!!! 

By the way, have you heard the 
latest definition of a “Stink-Bug’? 
That’s a Volkswagen full of Hippies. 
Speaking of Hippies, people say that 
time changes, but really it doesn’t!! In 
the old days, Sampson grew long hair 
as a symbol of his strength; now the 
Hippies grow long hair, and look how 
“strong” they smell . To my 
surprise, they have just passed another 
law to protect the Hippies. This new 
law won't let the Hippies play “Hide 
and Seek” any more. The reason; 
everybody wants the Hippies to hide, 
but let’s face it, who wants to find a 
Hippie. 

Until next month, and I hope you’ll 
find me here 

Ken Idaho 


10,000 SQ. YD. 


CARPET SALE 


INDOOR—OUTDOOR 
$1.99 $Q.YD. 
DUPONT NYLON 
$1.99 $Q.YD. 
NYLON SHAG 


$1.99 SQ.YD. 
VELVET PLUSH NYLON 


$1.99 $Q.YD. 


WE HAVE CARPET 
BY THE TRAINLOAD 


e BANK FINANCING 
ePAD & INSTALLATION 


BRUMBAUGH 


FT WORTH RR SALVAG 
1616 NW 28TH-624-4123 




































SWARMIN’ 





When we last swarmed together, 
there was some mention made of a new 
song by Kris Kristofferson that most 
certainly was destined to be _ hit 
material. “Loving Her Was Easier” 
had, at that time been cut by Waylon 
Jennings and Ray Price on albums—lo 
and behold, one week later, Roger 
Miller had the song singled and was an 
immediate hit on most every station 
that played it. Also heard a tape on 
Fort Worth’s Mickey Jolley that we 
cut at Stargo Studios— Mickey’s 
version of “Loving Her Was Easier” 
was really too much—back-up was 
provided by “Sparky” Hand on drums 
and Shady Browne on steel. 

As we take our monthly swing at 
radio stations we find that veteran Ft. 
Worth 50,000 watter, KBUY, has 
made lots of changes. Some of the 
management “resigned” and new 
blood brought in to try and revive the 
sleeping giant. Bill Hessian, veteran 
radioman, has assumed the managing 
duties and our editor tells us that Mr. 
Hessian has some truely good ideas to 
put KBUY on top. Look at the big 
change made. Veteran Country D.J.’s 
have been brought in from L.A., St. 
Louis, etc., along with WBAP’s 
weekender Ray Coday. 

We were pleased and honored to be 
able to help produce and announce a 
3-show pilot TV series recently in 
Oklahoma City. The show, “Love of 
the Common People” stars Dale Ward, 
a talented newcomer to country 
music, along with guest appearances 
by Wanda Conklin, Walt Wilder, 
Johnny Darrell, and Henson Cargill. 
Worked with a band out of Wichita, 
Kansas, Denny Hale and the Hale 
Raisers—fantastic group! Denny sings 
lead and picks, and the group does 
some fine vocal and instrumental back 
up. They currently are house-packing 
crowds at Paul Schult’s Western 
Swinger Club in Wichita. By the way, 
the TV show is to be sponsored by 
affiliated grocers, and will be seen in 


something like forty cities,‘ (which 
ones, we don’t know yet). 

Hats off to Willie Nelson, who has 
been credited with saving the life of a 
boy near Bandera. It happened like 
this: A group of kids were messing 
around an old abandoned cemetary 
near a ranch at Bandera, when a 
watchman fired some shots into the 
group. The boys scattered, but upon 
meeting back at their car, found one 
of the group missing. At this time, 
Willie happened by and was told the 
story. Nelson gained entrance’ to the 
old cemetary, found the badly wound- 
ed boy, and carried him over his 
shoulder for a quarter of a mile to 
Willie’s own car. Willie then raced to a 
hospital in San Antonio, where the 
wounded youngster underwent emer- 
gency surgery. Surely, had it not been 
for Willie Nelson’s thinking, the boy 
would have bled to death. Naturally 
Willie won’t beat his own drum on this 
account, but we feel as though this act 
of humanitarianism should not go 
unrewarded. 

Convention time in Nashville (mid- 
October) draws near, and, as usual 
we're going out on the limb to guess at 
the award winners. Best guess for song 
of the year would be Freddie Hart’s 
“Easy Lovin’ ”. Kristofferson should 
repeat as writer of the year, with 
Charley Pride taking male voclaist 
honors. Duet? Probable choice would 
be Bill Anderson and Jan Howard. 
Biggest up-and-coming talent, we feel 
would be Sammie Smith, and best 
female. a toss-up between Tammy 
Wynette and Loretta Lynn. The band 
of the year is anybody’s guess, but if 
we had our choice, Tommy Overstreet 
and the Nashville Express would be 
right up there in the running. So, 
that’s the way we look at awards night 


in Nashville, you might just want to 


keep this copy to see how right or 
wrong we were in the guessing. But 
whatever the reason, we hope you will 
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have patience and forebearing until thé 
next time we Swarms amongst th’ 
Hermans and Snuff Queens ... Till 
then, Bo Powell One of Fort 
Worth’s best liked air personalities, 
Morgan Choate has taken an engi- 
neering job at Waco’s KAWA— 
although he doesn’t have a regular air 
shift, it’s good to see Morgan back 
with a good country station! 
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LEGENDARY BOB WILLS— 
50 YEARS OF COUNTRY MUSIC 


“Ah, ha! Take it away Leon.” 
And take it away he would. Leon 
McAuliffe would sound his steel 
guitar to the many tunes of Bob 
Wills and this became one of the 
most recognized phrases in the 
world. 

This phrase was used by Bob on 
any performance given, need it be 
radio, stage, TV, or movies. In his 
50 years as a country and western 
artist, he has etched a permanent 
place for himself in the history of 
country music. 

Jim Rob Wills has all the mak- 
ings of a fiddle player, just like 
his father Johnnie, a cotton farmer 
in East Texas before he pulled up 
stakes and moved to the Texas Pan- 
handle in 1913. Johnnie’s folks had 
been fiddlers, as well as his in-laws 
the Foleys. 

Jim Ron was one of 10 children. 
A sister died in childhood, but the 
rest grew up knowing music. The 
five girls played piano and the 
four brothers wrapped their fin- 
gers around the necks of a stringed 
instrument. , 

After ‘brief stints as a teenage 
preacher and a barber-in between 
cotton chopping and wheat-scoop- 
ing — Jim Rob turned to the fid- 
dle. 

Bob played the barrooms, the 
dancehalls, honky-tonks, etc., earn- 





’ 


ing enough money for a room and 
board. Then he turned to a form of 
entertainment common in Texas at 
that time. He worked ‘blackface’ 
and medicine shows for many 
years. 

Wills then joined W. Lee (Pappy) 
O’Daniels, then a flour mill execu- 
tive in Fort Worth as a truck 
driver, and an original member of 
the famed Lightcrust Doughboys. 
The Doughboys was the nation’s 
first major western band, and was 
a primarlity formed as a promo- 
tion gimmick on early day radio 
broadeasts for O’Daniel’s Burrus 
Mills products. 

O’Daniels later used the band— 
and a song by Bob Wills called 
“Beautiful Texas” — to successful- 
ly camnaign for governor and later 
U. S. Senator. 

As a Doughboy, Bob brought 
his brothers Johnnie Lee, Luther 
J. (Luke), and Billy Jack, to Fort 
Worth to join the groun. Later Bob 
split with “Pappy” O’Daniel and 
took the original Doughboys with 
him. They went to Waco and here 
Bob started the “Texas Playboys,” 
and thus started the Saturday 
dances of country and western 
music throughout the southwest. 

Thus, in 1932 Bob started the 
Texas Playboys with brother John- 
nie Lee, Kermit and June Whalen, 


Bob Wills and his Texas Playboys pose for a picture in 1937 with their 
shiny new 1937 Buicks. Eighth man from left is Leon McAillfe, next to 
him is believed to be the late Tommy Duncan. 
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BOB WILLS 1942 


Everett Stoker, Herman Arnspiger, 
and Tommy Duncan. A couple of 
“unknowns” joined the band in 
1936 named Jessie Ashlock and 
Leon McAuliffe. 

By the end of 1930 Wills and the 
Texas Playboys had achieved na- 
tional fame. 

And by that time he had gone 
through four of his five marriages. 

“He was easily swayed to some- 
thing,” Johnnie Lee said of brother 
Bob’s marital rounds. “One or two 
(wives) thought it would be just 
bright lights.” 

However, it was no secret that 
Wills’ dance band life and drinking 
habits influenced his personal af- 
fairs. 

His fifth wife, Betty, is with 
him still. They have four children. 

In 1934 Bob moved his Texas 
Playboys to Tulsa, Oklahoma. Here 





he began his career on KVOUO, 
playing daily broadcasts and week- 
ly dances at Cain’s Academy. He 
remained here until he entered the 
U.S. Army shortly after Pearl Har- 
bor was attacked in 1941. Bob left 
the band to Johnny Lee, who 
switched from banjo to fiddle. 

When Wills returned from the 
Army he led the band on several 
bond ‘drive tours. On one occasion, 
Bing Crosby appeared with the 
band at a Tulsa golf course. One 
Bond Bidder paid $50,000 to hear 
Crosby and Bob sing “San An- 
tonio Rose.” 

Bonds weren’t the only charit- 
able activities Wills supported. 
There were many relatives and do- 
nations made to Tulsa Hospitals. 

“Bob was a soft touch for musi- 
cians and their families,” Johnnie 
Lee says. ‘“‘He would help them 
two or three times. He even loaned 
guys cars and trailers to start 
bands.” 

Bob made a movie with Tex Rit- 
ter called “Take Me Back to Ok- 
lahoma” and wrote and sang a song 
for the movie called ‘‘Take Me Back 
To Tulsa.” This was one of 20 
movies Bob made in Hollywood 
after he moved to California in 
the 40s. 

In the 50s he moved back to his 
native Texas where as a kid of 
10 years old he picked up his first 
fiddle and started him off to fame 
and fortune. At one time Bob paid 


BOB WILLS AND THE TEXAS PLAYBOYS as seen by millions in 1942. 


the largest income tax, for three 
years paid by any one band leader 
in the country. He also topped all 
band leaders in the U.S. selling 
war bonds. 

He also spent the money he made 
as fast as he made it. He paid a 
Hollywood violin- maker $5,000 
cash for a fiddle. He was always 
sending out a quartet from the 
band to funerals and helping poor 
families. 

Then there’s the story of Bob 
as a composer. Bob couldn’t read 
a note of music. The tunes would 
come to him and with the aid of 
his band they would get them 
down. 

Songs like “Steel Guitar Rag,” 
“Snanish Two Sten”, “Take Me 
Back to Tulsa”, and “San Antonio 
Rose’’. 
probably one of the most recorded 
songs in the country and western 
music business. Recorded by prac- 
tically every artist that records. It 
is used from the symphony orches- 
tras right down to the ‘one band 
bands’, and in every music field 
that is. 

There are stories of trials and 
tribulations of road travels but also 
tales of laughter along the way. 
The boys finished a stint in San 
Antonio one night and climbed on 
the bus to hit the road. About 2 
A.M. they decided it was time to 
stop and eat. So the band member 
whose turn it was to drive pulled 
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into the next likely lookine place 
and stopped and dined. Wearily 
they crawled back into the bus and 
hit the road — all but the driver— 
welcoming the chance for some 
needed sleep. About 2 P.M. the 
next day they decided to eat again. 
The driver obliged and pulled into 
the next likely looking place. It 
was the same cafe — they had 
made a big circle deep in the heart 
of Texas. 

Despite liver ailments, heart at- 
tacks, and diabetes discovered about 
six years ago, Wills kept fiddling 
and people kept dancing. 

Of the brothers, only Bob stayed 
in the business. Johnnie Lee has 
a western wear store in Tulsa, 
Luther J. is a security guard in a 
Las Vegas hotel, and Billy Jack 
works in a Las Vegas department 
store. 

The Texas Playboys broke up. 
Bob continued with a smaller band 
until a crippling stroke last May. 
He no longer made the $300,000 
annual earnings he enjoyed in the 
30s and 40s. But Bob came a long 
way since the purchase of that $2 
fiddle in 1923. 

Bob never wanted his band to be 
called a hillbilly band. But called 
that it was by a lot of people. It 
certainly is a misnomer. 

One time Bob said, “We’re Hep. 
We’re the most versatile band in 
America. Sure, we give them west- 


Continued to page 18 
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ern music like “Mama Don’t AI- 
low No Lowdown Fiddlin Around 
Here,” and “Liza Jane’, but we 
give them rhumbas too. And when 
there are jitterbugs in the joint we 
get ’em so happy they can’t stay on 
the floor. We lay it on like they 
want it.” 

Many tributes will be paid 
throughout the country this year in 
honor of Bob Wills. This year 
they play for him. The legendary 
Bob Wills, so honored when he was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame in 
Nashville in 1968. Just recently a 
wax bust of Bob will be placed 
with the pose that’s known by so 
many around the world. The man, 
his cigar, and his Fiddle. 


SSS 





It’s sad to mention, but just think: i 
” “ a _ ooh Rapp PICKIN’ & SINGIN’ — Mercury recording artist Tom T. Hall got an enthusiastic 
ides — J reception at WBAP’s “Country Gold First Anniversary Show” in Fort Worth, 


Texas. 
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Back in the early sixties, a young 
country artist named Merle Haggard 
put a band together because he wanted 
his own kind of sound. Merle—and his 
Strangers—have come a long way since 
then, right up through “Okie From 
Muskogee” and “Fightin’ Side of Me” 
and all the honors and awards that 
come with those kind of hits. The 
Strangers are always right there with 
Merle, but they’ve been doing some 
albums on their own, too—and now 
they have “Honky Tonkin’ ”’ 

The Strangers have had their share 
of people coming and going, but today 
Roy Nichols, Norm Hamlet, Dennis 
Hromak, Bobby Wayne, and Biff 
Adam make up the band. Roy, on lead 
guitar, has been with Merle right from 
the beginning; and before that he 
spent five years with Wynn Stewart. 
He started playing guitar when he was 
just a kid, and he figures he’s pretty 
lucky—what with performing and 
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composing, he’s always been able to 
make a living with music. 

Norm Hamlet, playing steel guitar, 
is the only native Californian, and he 
came to Bakersfield from up north in 
1965, played the local clubs for a 


while, then joined up with the 
Strangers. Aside from some fine 
picking, Norm’s contributed several 
instrumentals to the group. Dennis 
Hromak, out of Kansas, plays bass, 
and he’s been with the band since ’69. 
He was working as a radio technician 
up in Northern California when he 
landed his first job singing and playing, 
then he opened his own club with 
Bobby Wayne. After that the two of 
them joined up with Wynn Stewart 
before coming to L. A. and going with 
the Strangers. 

Coming from Oklahoma, Bobby 
Wayne writes some of the band’s 
material and plays rhythm guitar. He’s 
got a solo career going, too, with a 
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single out on Capitol, but his main 
interest is working with Merle. Biff 
Adam, on drums, came to the 
Strangers after four years with the 
Navy, and after his discharge decided 
to settle—before joining Merle, he 
backed some of the biggest names in 
country music. 


Those are the Strangers—put to 
gether, they were voted “Band of the 
Year” by the Academy of Country 
and Western Music in 1969, and they 
do indeed have the kind of sound that 
Merle, and a lot of other people, are 
looking for. 


Editorial continued from page 3 


so you are almost assured of getting 
some air-play on the record. 

There are many of these conmen 
around, but for every five “racketeers” 
there are 100 honest dealing record 
men. Most entertainers, like myself, 
have had previous dealings with these 
conmen. Many artists have been dis- 
couraged by these crooks from trying 
to go any farther in the business. They 
say you have to pay your dues, and 
believe me, I’ve paid a few, but I just 

- hope this letter will make it a little 
easier on some other people. 


Thank you, 


Debbie Brimer 
w/The Associated Country 


| 
| 
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JOE PAUL 
NICKOLS 
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BIGGEST NAMES IN COUNTRY MUSIC 


Jerry Lee Lewis 
Ray Price 
George Jones & Tammy Wynette 
Bill Anderson 
Conway Twitty 
Willie Nelson 
Johnny Bush 


Jimmy Heap and the Melody Masters with Ken Idaho 
Don Smith and the Night Lifers 
“THE GREATEST OF COUNTRY MUSIC GREATS” 


® BANDS ® SHOWS 
© ARTIST ® CLUBS 
® NATIONAL @ FAIRS 
® LOCAL ® RODEOS 


Waybeck Talent 


214/263-2349 Box 1244, Grand Prairie, Texas 


Page 20 COUNTRY MUSIC REPORTER 


LARRY TRIDER — LOVES, LIKES, LIVES LUZBUDDIE 


“What do you mean you never 
heard of Lazbuddie?” 

That’s Larry Trider——a big, rugged, 
sharp dressing guy with music in every 
pore. The fact that he holds and plans 
that guitar absolutely backwards only 
seems to add to the charm. Backwards 
as in left handed. He doesn’t face away 
from the audience or hold the strings 
toward his stomach. And if you never 
heard of Floydada. That’s where lead 
guitarist Jimmy Prichard calls home. 
And if you don’t know where THAT 
is, it’s just a hill and a half from 





Plainview——if there were any hills 
around there. 

Twenty-six year old Trider has put 
together quite a group——with a sound 
that’s nationally bound. Prichard re- 
joined the group in May after a stint in 
Viet Nam. And, are you ready for 
this? He has a bachelors and most of a 
masters in zoology. Figures. Lots of 
musicians come from zoos. 

Gary Beaver plays a_ beautiful 
steel——reminescent and today ll 
rolled into one. And Lynn Sanchez (as 
in red haired girl) plays a lot of bass, 
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and belts out quite a tune herself. She 
also happens to be married to group 
drummer, Rick Sanchez. All to- 
gether——a rich, strong sound. 

Larry’s ambition is to write and 
sing enough hits to yield a bit of fame 
and fortune——and he’s off to a good 
start. They’re headed now for Colora- 
do Springs, which is a great town for 
the music business (though there’s a 
man made ski slope there that almost 
caused somebody else to have written 
this last year) with such credits as the 
Nugget already under their belts. 

Watch for them. As fine a sound as 
that will be heard more and more. 
Larry Trider and the Rough Riders. 


“HOWDY PARDNER 


Join the thousands of Country Music fans who 
read the latest news from Nashville, New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut and elsewhere by 
subscribing to the COUNTRY MUSIC REPORTER, 
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Panhandle South Plains 


FAIR 


presents: 
“/terce Sig Coliseum 
Variety Shows 





Mon., Tues. & Wed., Sept. 27 - 28 - 29 Liz Anderson 


THE TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD 
SHOW 


Thurs., Sept. 30 


ALL STAR MEXICAN VARIETY 
SHOW 


With Stars Jose Alfredo Jimenez 
& Lucha Villa 


Fri. & Sat., Oct. 1-2 


THE MERLE HAGGARD SHOW 





$40,000 CASH 


PREMIUMS OFFERED 
SEPTEMBER 27 


-OCTOBER 2, 1971 


FAIR PARK 
Lubbock, Texas 
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A REALLY SPEECHLESS WINNER 
— Eleven-year-old Jackie Lynn, 5720 
Westhaven in Fort Worth, had to 
whisper her “Thank you’s,” for an 
RCA stereo console and $500 worth 
of record albums. She won the foot in 
WBAP radio’s Country Gold Favorite 
Beard contest. Seems Jackie came 
home from a tonsillectomy just in 
time to get the good news, and 
couldn’t speak above a whisper. 

Making delivery of the prizes if 
freshly-shaven WBAP program director 
Don Day, Jackie’s choice among the 
station’s beard-growing deejays. 


A I eee - 


MRS. COUNTRY GOLD AND FRIENDS — Mrs. Carol Ann Fletcher, 


WBAP’S DON DAY NAMED 
P.D. OF YEAR 








Don Day, program director of radio 
station WBAP in Fort Worth, Texas, 
has been named “Program Director of 
the Year for Country Radio” by 
Billboard Magazine. 

Day was chosen for the honor on 
the basis of WBAP’s rise from fifth 
place to number one in adult listener- 
ship in the Fort Worth/Dallas area, in 
less than one year, according to the 
latest ARB ratings. 

Day designed the station’s “Co- 
untry Gold” format, which was 
adopted in August of 1970. today the 
50,000 watt, clear-channel 820-fre- 
quency station has the largest listening 
audience of any country music station 
in the world. 


crowned “Mrs. Country Gold” by station WBAP, is surrounded backstage by 
station’s deejays. Mrs. Fletcher, of Mineral Wells, Texas, won a trip for two to 
the Grand Ol’ Opry. Deejays are, left to right, Charlie Brown, Gary Cooper, 
Jim Baker, Don Thomson, Don Day, Bill Mack, and Don Harris. 
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A native of Sherman, Texas, Day is 
a 12-year veteran of radio broad- 
casting. He joined WBAP as an 
announcer in February 1970, and was 
promoted to Program Director in July 
of that year. Shortly afterwards, the 
station changed its “middle- 
of-the-road” music policy to Day’s 
“Country Gold” format, and began its 
rise in the ratings. 

In addition to his Program Director 
duties, Day does a daily show on 
WBAP, from 4 til 7 p. m. He is married 
and has four children. 

The Billboard awards are made 
annually to one Progran Director for 
each type of radio station in the U. 
S.—country, rock, middle-of-the-road, 
etc. 


TENNESSEE ERNIE TO MC 
CMA AWARDS SHOW 


Tennessee Ernie Ford will host the 
Country Music Association Awards 
Show for the third time. It will be 
presented live from the Grand Ole 
Opry House over the NBC Network at 
9:00 p. m. C. S. T. on October 10th. 
Jerry Reed, Charley Pride, Merle 
Haggard, Loretta Lynn, Conway 
Twitty, Chet Atkins, Roy Clark, 
Sonny James, The Stoney Mountain 
Cloggers, Glen Campbell and Lynn 
Anderson will join Tennessee Ernie as 
presentors and/or performers. Names 
of other artists to be on the show will 
be announced at a later date. 

Two _ outstanding — production 
numbers are planned for the show. 
One will pay tribute to Bluegrass 
Music, and the other will be built 
around some of the famous vocal duos 
in the industry. . 

Awards will be presented in ten 
categories of achievement as voted by 
the Country Music Association mem- 
bers. The categories for 1971 are: 
Entertainer of the Year, Male Vocalist, 
Female Vocalist, Single, Song, Album, 
Instrumentalist, Instrumental Group 
or Band, Vocal Group and Vocal Duo. 

The winner of the most coveted 
award in the Country Music industry, 
the Hall of Fame Award, will also be 
revealed that night. The top five 
nominees for 1971 are: Chet Atkins, 
Owen Bradley, Jimmie Davis, Art 
Satherly, and Kitty Wells. In 1970 Bill 
Monroe and the Original Carter Fam* 
were the winners. 
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THE BUSINESS END 
OF COUNTRY MUSIC 


Lawton Williams 
.WBAP-Promotion Manager 

Country music is big  busi- 
ness ... but only to those who make it 
big business. Like anything else, it’s 
just what you make of it. The success- 
ful men in the country music field are 
business men; people who do what 
they say they will do but on the other 
hand, have the honesty and integrity 
to call a spade and spade. I am sure 
that to some new writers and artists 
there are some very successful people 
who seem to be kooks just because 
they are able to say, “No, I can’t use 
it”. I have heard people present songs 
to A & R men (producers) in Nash- 
ville, and if the material was rejected, 
walk away saying “that man is nuts, he 
just turned down a million seller’. 
This is easy to say about some of the 
producers but not so easy to prove. 
They are usually responsible for sev- 
eral hit records . . . or they wouldn’t 
be in a position to review material for 


a company that depends on a country 


music product to make money for it’s 
stockholders. I am not saying that all 
producers are good at picking material 
but I will say this; they all know what 
they are looking for .~-. . and let 
someone boot you through the door 
of reality. Nobody, but nobody write: 
a great song every time they write a 
song. If you do not want an honest 
evaluation . . . then you should not ask 
for an opinion . . . because someone 
just might tell you what he thinks and 
lose your friendship. And let me tell 
you something . . . a friendship that is 
based on what someone has to say 
about your song is not so great. As a 
publisher I feel this way, and as a DJ I 
feel the same. If your friend, the DJ, 
will not play your record just because 
it does not have the sound to be 
compatable with the station’s format 
.. . and you get UP SET, then your 
so-called friendship is based on a 
record worth ninety eight cents, or 
less. I do not believe that this is the 
kind of friend anyone would want to 
be to someone who is held responsible 
for their selection of music . 

whether it be to record or program. A 
ninety eight cent friend is not much to 
brag about . . . and certainly not one 
whom you would care to go mountain 
climbing with. To anyone trying to get 
ahead in the music business, a proper 


attitude can be their greatest asset. It: 


is always good to remember that a 
business man can not stay in business 
if he operates on a friendship basis. 
Never worry about the publishers and 
record companies that reject some of 
your songs, but those who take every- 
thing you write and tell you it’s all 
great : . . merit some concern. This 
holds true for the Disc-jockey; by not 
playing every garage production that 
comes along . . . he can keep his job 
and be in a position to help when you 
come up with a good record. WBAP 
has what I feel is the proper procedure 
in selecting the music to be pro- 
grammed. When a record comes in to 
the station it goes directly to the 
music director. After the music direc- 
tor listens to all of the new records 
each week and selects the best, he then 
listens to them again with the program 
director and together they select the 
records which are put on the play list. 
Some of the record companies follow 
this procedure in selecting the re- 
corded songs to be released by certain 
artists. However, some artists who sell 
a lot of records can dictate which sides 
should be released. The late Jim 
Reeves was a master at selecting songs. 
Jim had many friends in Nashville, and 
other cities who wrote songs .. . but 
would never record anything unless he 
felt that it would be a big record seller. 
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Carl Vaughan, who has recently been 
on the road with Tony Douglas, has 
returned once again to Carl and Marie 
Patton’s Rustler’s Rest in Ft. Worth. 
He will appear nightly except Mondays. 





Friendship was one thing, business 
another and Jim let neither interfer 
with the other. This is the way it 
should be. Country music is either a 
business or hobby . . . and requires an 
individual approach. 





THE WESTERN DUDES from left to right: Pat Hardaway, Edith Moore, Allen 
Iker, Jimmy Catts, D. B. Blakeley. Kneeling: Roger Easterwood, owner and 
operator. The CMR misspelled the band name as well as it failed to report the 
‘band members’ names. This group appears weekly at The Kountry Klub located 
just north of Midlothian on Highway 287. The Western Kountry Klub is operated 


by Roger and Edna Easterwood. 
COUNTRY MUSIC REPORTER 
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BARBARA MANDRELL 


Barbara Mandrell, born in Houston, 
Texas, in 1949, has sure been around 
for her young age. She has appeared in 
more clubs and on more T.V. shows 
than a lot of the old timers. Not only 
that - she’s beautiful. 

Barbara was just eleven when she 
secured her first professional job at the 
Palmer House in Chicago. From there 
she joined the Joe Maphis Show at the 
Showboat in Las Vegas, Nevada, and 
on to Los Angeles, California, where 
she was a regular artist on the popular 
Town Hall Party T.V. Show. 

Barbara has toured with the Johnny 
Cash Show and was also featured with 
the Red Foley and the Gordon Terry 
Show. Barbara has made two tours to 
the Orient including Viet Nam and 
Korea, entertaining military personnel. 
She was received with equal 
enthusiasm by her fans on_ her 
European tours. She has appeared on 
many T.V. shows, some of them are: 
the Trading Post, Ozark Jubilee, 
Country Junction, Armed Forces T.V. 
in Korea and Okinawa, Ralph Emery 
T.V. Show, Boyce Hawkins T.V. 
Show, Dating Game, and Melody 
Ranch. 

Barbara plays several different 
instruments. She uses pedal steel 
guitar, five-string banjo, saxophone, 
and bass guitar in her act. She plays 
everything from  ‘blue-grass’ to 
‘modern pop’ and acts as Mistress of 
Ceremonies for her own shows. 

As for her singing - YES Barbara 
sings. Her record of “Queen For A 
Day” was in the national charts and 
was number one at many stations 
including WJJD in Chicago where she 
was also the headline guest artist on 
Country Swing Around T.V. Show. 
Another one of her record releases 
that you have probably enjoyed many 
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times was “Alone In The Crowd.” 

On stage Barbara has several things 
going in her favor, namely her talent, 
her beauty and stage personality 
Barbara was “Miss Oceanside 
California’ in 1965 where, I’m sure, 
her stage personality and _ poise 
contributed greatly in winning her this 
title. 

If you have not. seen _ this 
one-hundred pound bundle of talent 
work, you have missed one of the 
greatest little entertainers and 
showmen in the business. 

Barbara’s newest recording for 
Columbia Records is “I’ve Been 
Loving You Too Long To Stop Now” 





JIM ED BROWN 


The odds are Jim Ed Brown would 
have become a chart topper if he had 
been an only child. The fact that he 
was the younger brother to two sing- 
ing sisters may not have made the road 
to success any easier, but it certainly 
made it a quicker trip. 

Jim Ed was known for sometime as 
the only male member of the singing 
“Browns”, an uptown trio whose re- 
cordings of ““The Three Bells”, ““Scar- 
let Ribbons” and “The Old Lamp- 
lighter” made them welcome on every 
stage in the western world. When 
Maxine and Bonnie Brown decided to 
live for themselves and their families, 
Jim Ed was given the opportunity to 
pursue a career as a “single”. J.E.B. 
made the transition so easily one 
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Jim Ed Brown (continued) 
might have thought he had rehearsed 


for it for years. Apparently Country 
Music was ready for a tall handsome 
baritone. The response to the young 
singer was immediate and warm. He 
was met with welcome enthusiasm 
everywhere he appeared. Jim’s record- 
ings of “Regular On My Mind” and 
“Pop-A-Top” convinced the music 
industry that Jim could amply fill the 
chart ranking, usually reserved for the 
trio. 

There’s no doubt now, Jim Ed 
Brown has definitely “arrived”. His 
appearances across the country and in 
Europe have earned Jim Ed fans who 
scarcely remember his trio days. Jim’s 
intimate, professional delivery is 
making inroads in the teen ranks, 
chiseling new respect for the Nashville 
product from the younger market. Jim 
Ed Brown hasn’t merely arrived, he 
has conquered! 





DON BOWMAN 


Don Bowman has been summed up 
frequently as a one-man Poverty 
Pocket. That’s an oversimplification. 
Don isn’t really so poor, he’s only 
downtrodden. He feels inferior be- 
cause he’s the only RCA Victor artist 
in Nashville, who can’t play “Wild- 
wood Flower’. Don can’t even play 
“My Dog Has Fleas’, not even if you 
hum it for him. That’s Don Bowman’s 
secret. Some people have tin ears as far 
as music is concerned. Don’s are brass- 
plated. 

Don Bowman is the world’s (poss- 
ibly the universe’s) worst guitar player 
...and he glories in it! 

Don Bowman makes non-records 
for non-fans. The office girls at RCA 
buy them because Don looks so fore- 
lorn. He’s so skinny his ears almost 


meet. His hair looks- like the shavings 
from Eddy Arnold’s dog. His apart- 
ment looks like a crumpled “Care” 
package. He is bitten by dogs, picketed 
by little old ladies in sneakers and 
97-lb. weaklings kick sand in his face. 
He makes Woody Allen look like 
Ronald Reagan. 

Don spent eleven years in radio, 
then they took the back off the set 
and he got out. He writes his own 
material and sends it to A & R Chet 
Atkins, in a fortune cookie. A record- 
ing career is his second choice .. . he 
wanted to be a Sex Symbol, but he 
flunked the physical. Don’s records 
include “Chet Atkins, Make Me A 
Star’, “Funny Way To Make An AI- 
bum’’, “Almost Live” and ““The Mari- 
juana Brass”. His motion pictures in- 
clude “Las Vegas Hillbillies”, “Hill- 
billies In A Haunted House” and the 
quarter photo machine in the Cario, 
Illinois bus station. 

A performer like Don only comes 
around every hunderd years or so! The 
last one was an understudy to John 
Wilkes Booth... 





PEGGY SUE 


“Five feet tall, eyes of blue, pretty 
too, that’s Peggy Sue”’. 

The blue eyes of Peggy Sue first 
saw the sunlight shining through two 
small four-pane, glass windows of a 
coal miner’s log cabin. She blew into 
the world on a windy day in the 
month of March. 

Peggy Sue was born the sixth child, 
second daughter of Melvin and Clara 
Webb. She learned her ‘readin’, ‘ritin’ 
and ‘rithmatic’ in a little, yellow, one 
room country school house near 
Paintsville, Kentucky. She was twelve 
years old when the doctors broke the 
sad news to Daddy Webb. He could 
never work in the coal mines any 


longer beacuse of his health. With the 
starving wolf howling just inside the 
door, Melvin moved the large family 
he loved so much to Indiana, where he 
heard there might be work for him in 
one of many new factories. It was here 
that Peggy Sue finished her formal 
education at Wabash High School. 

The biggest accident that ever hap- 
pened to Peggy Sue was getting into 
show business. A big sister of hers had 
entered and taken the country music 
scene by storm and listening to her 
recording a songwriting stream of 
blood started flowing and so she took 
it to her big sister ... Loretta Lynn. 
Together they completed the song. 
Loretta recorded it, and “Don’t Come 
Home A ‘Drinking’ (With Lovin’ On 
Your Mind)” was a smash hit. 

One thing does lead to another. 
Loretta took Peggy Sue to meet Owen 
Bradley and had her sing him some 
songs. Mr. Bradley agreed with Loretta 
that Peggy should be making records, 
and that became a reality on the eve of 
Peggy Sue’s twenty-second birthday, 
March twenty-fourth, 
nineteen-hundred-sixty-nine. Her first 
Decca record was a song written by 
Loretta Lynn, “I’m Dynamite”. A 
destined hit! The writing, singing sis- 
ters cooked-up the other side, “Love 
Whatcha Got At Home”. 

Speaking of cooking. When Peg i 
not traveling, performing for the mas- 
ses on the Loretta Lynn Road Show, 
she is busy preparing good things to 
eat for her hubby, Herman Douglas 
Wells and their pride and joy bundle, 
two year old Doletta Gail. The little 
daughter is the name sake of Loretta 
and Doyle Wilburn. 

Peggy Sue is the third member of 
her family to enter the world of 
entertainment. Loretta Lynn .... 
‘nuff said!! Little brother Jay Lee 
Webb, he’s not doing too bad as a 
recording star either. Now make room 
for another ,one. It’s Peggy Sue .... 
She’s pretty, too! 


WEBB. PIERCE 


Webb Pierce is the most successful 
super star in country music. 

An astonishing sixty-eight of his 
records have been officially classified 
as ‘hits’ by the music trade journals 
and twenty-four of them were ranked 
‘number one’ in the popularity charts. 

He has been voted the number one 
singer in country music eight different 
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years. 
There is a quality about Webb 
Pierce that only a handful of entertain- 





Webb Pierce 


ers have. It is difficult to define, but it 
results in superstardom. Part of it is 
the warmth, genuine love and loyalty 
he feels for his fans. Part of it is being 
able to understand human nature and 
write songs about it. Songs that say 
something to all listeners. Part of it is 
pride in doing a good job. Webb Pierce 
never turns in a bad performance. 

Not so many years ago when Webb 
Pierce was a youngster on his father’s 
farm in West Monroe, Louisiana. few 
people would have dreamed that his 
sort of successful musical career lay 
ahead of him. 

‘There were no professional enter- 
tainers in our family, Pierce says. ‘But 
my sister, brother and I always loved 
music. A boy who lived on our farm 
with us taught me the guitar chords, 
and before long we were all playing 
and singing.’ 

When he was sixteen Webb audi- 
tioned for the Monroe radio station 
and was given his own daily fifteen 
minute show. He also began playing 
some personal appearances. 

Following his eighteenth birthday 
Webb went into the U. S. Army for 
three years and following his discharge 
he moved to Shreveport and began 
what looked like a lifetime career in 
business. 

He joined the Sears-Roebuck Com- 
pany as a delivery boy, moved up into 
sales, and finally divisional manage- . 
ment, all in just two and a half years. 

This bright career was sidetracked 
by music. Webb continued to perform 
on the side, and he turned out to be 
the right man in the right city at the 
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right time. 

He became a cast member of The 
Louisiana Hayride, one of the all time 
great country music shows. Decca Re- 
cords signed him to a contract. Webb 
Pierce was on his way! Sears had lost a 
businessman, and America had gained 
a singing sensation. 

A song called ‘Wondering’ did the 
job for Webb. It zoomed to the top of 
the charts. That was in 1951, and for 
the next five years every record Webb 
Pierce released rose quickly to the 
number one chart position! 

‘In The Jailhouse Now’ topped 
every record chart in existence, simul- 
taneously, an unprecedented achieve- 
ment. 

In 1959 he recorded his first ‘pop’ 
tune, ‘I Ain’t Never’, and that sold 
more than a million copies and topped 
the pop and country charts. 

His other hits included ‘More And 
More’, ‘I Don’t Care’, ‘Back Street 
Affair’, ‘Walking The Dog’, “There 
Stands The Glass’, ‘Slowly’ and many, 
many more. 

On September 18, 1952, Webb 
Pierce joined the Grand Ole Opry. He 
was an immediate sensation. 

Webb left the Opry after two and a 
half years to become one of the stars 
of the ABC-TV network ‘Ozark Ju- 
bilee’ which was broadcast from 
Springfield, Missouri. Every fourth 
week Webb was the show’s headliner. 

A year later he returned to the 
Opry for a stay of. an additional two 
years. 

During the 1950’s and ’60’s he was 
raking in so many awards he could 
hardly count them. He was voted top 
country singer in 1952, 1953, 1954, 
1955, 1956, 1961, 1962 and 1963. 

During these busy years Webb was 
proving to be quite a starmaker, too. 
His splendid musical judgement showed 
up in the high quality of the personnel 
in his band, “The Wondering Boys’. 

Faron Young, Teddy and Doyle 
Wilburn, Tommy Sands, Charley Pride, 
Floyd Cramer and Goldie Hill are just 
a few of the stars who were given their 
first break by Webb Pierce. 

Through the years Pierce has earned 
an enviable reputation as a brilliant 
businessman. He was one of the found- 
ers, with the late Jim Denny of 
Cedarwood Publishing Company. He 
sold his interest in 1968, but he still 
owns two other music publishing 
firms, three Georgia radio stations and 
has other diversified business interest. 

His television credits include the 
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Kraft Suspense Theatre, “To Tell the 
Truth’, and the Patti Page, Dick Clark, 
Steve Allen, and Perry Como shows. 

He has starred in several movies 
including “Buffalo Guns’, ‘Music City 
USA’, ‘Road to Nashville’ and “Webb 
Pierce and His Wondering Boys’. 

Webb and his wife, Audrey, an 
Arkansas native, met in Shreveport. 
They have two handsome children, 
Debbie Lynn, who is also a talented 
singer, and Webb, Jr. 

Their Nashville home on Curtis- 
wood Lane near the Tennessee Gover- 
nor’s mansion is one of the city’s 
showplaces. It has twenty-four rooms, 
a guitar-shaped swimming pool, and 
beautiful furnishings, including an- 
tiques, that reflect Audrey Pierce’s 
decorating hobby. 

Webb’s hobbies are golf, bowling, 
and fishing. 

‘I like to work,’ he declares. “As 
long as the people want me out there 
on the stage, I think I should go out 
there. It’s nice to be wanted.’ 

He is indeed wanted. 

If his fans have anything to say 
about it, Webb Pierce will never retire. 





JOHNNY DOLLAR 


“TEAR TALK”, “EVERYBODY’S 
GOTTA BE SOMEWHERE”, “THE 
WHEELS FELL OFF THE WAGON 
AGAIN”, “STOP THE START”, “BIG 
RIG ROLLIN. MAN”, “IF I GET 
LOW ENOUGH”’’, “THE RAIN 
FALLS IN DENVER TONIGHT”, 
“BIG WHEELS SING FOR ME”, are 
just a few of the hit recordings that 
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have made JOHNNY DOLLAR a fan 
to millions of Country Music lovers 
aroung the world. He records exclus- 
ively for CHART RECORDS and has 
five albums to his credit. 

Because of his warm smile and 
ready handshake, JOHNNY DOLLAR 
has been nicknamed “Mr. Personal- 
ity.” Everyone he meets is an instant 


friend — one of the great assets of a 


performer. 

An ex-Marine, Johnny Dollar was 
born in Kilgore, Texas and grew up in 
Texas and Oklahoma. His mom and 
dad (now retired), live in Grapevine, 
Texas. He has four brothers and one 
sister. Nashville, Tennessee, is his 
home now and when not on the road 
he is doing the things he enjoys most. 
Writing songs, recording, and answer- 
ing fan mail. When he is on tour — his 
favorite form of relaxation is fishing, 
and he always takes along his fishing 
gear. 

JOHNNY’S show business career 
began when he and the family listened 
to the Grand Ole Opry every Saturday 
night on the radio — and he would try 
to learn every song that he heard. His 
professional career was launched when 
he became a DJ and organized his first 
band in West Texas. Soon he was a 
regular member of The Big D Jam- 
boree In Dallas. Later he joined the 
Louisiana Hayride and then moved on 
to the WWVA Jamboree in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, getting the polish and 
experience needed for the GRAND 
OLE OPRY. 

His vibrant personality. showman- 
ship, and musical talent keep leading 
him to. more successes in the COUN- 
TRY MUSIC WORLD. 


MELBA MONTGOMERY 


‘Sugar and spice and everything 
nice’ generally refers to bedimpled 
little girls with curls. But that’s Melba 
Montgomery, too ... and she’s a 
bedimpled big girl. 

Melba, like many of us, got her start 
with Pet Milk ... only she didn’t drink 
it, she sang for it! That’s right! Melba 
was one of three finalists in the Pet 
Milk Talent Contests, all three of 
which have gone on to fame in the 
country field. 

Along with Margie Bowes and 
Johnny Tillotson, Melba sang her way 
into country music in 1958 in ‘Studio 
C’ at WSM. 





! yA & 

Everyone agreed that night that 
Melba was a professional, but she will 
admit with her bewitching smile that ‘I 
was the scaredest pro in the business.’ 

Melba quickly lost her stage fright 
and immediately found herself touring 
overseas with The King of Country 
Music, Roy Acuff. 

‘Roy needed a girl singer for his 
tour and he asked me to go along. I 
worked with him from 1958 until the 
first of 1962, and then started re- 
cording. I really enjoyed working with 
him ... he taught me a lot about 
working the road and the stage.’ 

An honest-to-goodness country girl 
Melba was born in Iron City, Tenn- 
essee, but she was raised on a fram in 
Alabama, where she still makes her 
home. A conversation with Melba 
proves her earthy personality is coun- 
try as molasses. Her slow, sure manner 
of speech is sparked with words like 
‘my lands’, ‘mercy’, ‘Lordy’, ‘Ah- 
swan’, and other delicious adjectives. 

‘Pappy Daily has been a big help,’ 
she remembers, ‘he got me my first 
recording contract with United Artists 
and started me recording with George 
Jones.’ 

In 1963 Melba recorded a song she 
had written, doing a duet with George. 
The song, ‘We Must Have Been Out Of 
Our Minds’, was the number one song 
of the year, a fine tribute to Melba’s 
writing prowess, as well as her singing 
ability. 

‘George and I did a lot of shows 
together while we were recording. Of 
course, I had some singles then, too. 
but most people remember our duets 
and the songs I did with Gene Pitney.’ 

Early in 1969, Melba was signed to 
Capitol Records and started a stronger 
career as a Single artist. If titles are an 
example of what’s in store, Melba will 
have a ‘long’ life as one of the top 
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What is A DURWOOD HADDOCK? 

. . . Well, at first glance one might 
tend to think A DURWOOD HAD- 
DOCK is a fish. Especially if you 
should see the name HADDOCK on a 
marque in front of a club somewhere 
and underneath the name DURWOOD 
HADDOCK you see FILET OF HAD- 
DOCK 39¢ ON SPECIAL. This actual- 
ly happened to DURWOOD, but he 
took the situation in stride and in- 
formed the patrons of the club that 
night that FILET OF HADDOCK was 
his brother who would also make an 
appearance there for only 39¢. And 
that he was happy to see his brother 
doing so well and getting more money 
for the job than he was. A fish story? 
Yes, but it really happened. 

Even so A DURWOOD HADDOCK 
is an entertainer. From the time he 
steps on the stage or bandstand the 
audience is with him. He came to en- 
tertain them and that he does, ask any- 
one who has ever seen him work or 
anyone he has worked for. 

A DURWOOD HADDOCK has 
been recording since he was eighteen 
years old. The first effort was a song 
entitled, THERE SHE GOES, which 
he wrote with the renowned song- 
writer, Eddie Miller. Since, THERE 
SHE GOES has been recorded to date, 
over one hundred times by artists such 
as Carl Smith, Rusty Draper, Sammi 
Smith, pop singer Buddy Greco and 
over ninety three others. DURWOOD 
also gained national chart recognition 
when he recorded BIG NIGHT AT MY 
HOUSE in 1962 for United Artist fol- 
lowed by HOW ARE THINGS IN 
YOUR CITY and OUR BIG HOUSE 
also national chart records, in 1964 
and 1965. In 1966 DURWOOD signed 
with Monument Records and they re- 
leased WAIT TIL I GET MY HANDS 
ON YOU and NEWEST THING IN 


NIGHT LIFE both of which met with 


country singers. Her first single on 
Capitol, which met with great success, 
was ‘As Far As My Forgetting’s Got’ 
and her initial album for the label was 
The Big Wide Wonderful Country 
World of Melba Montgomery’. 

Melba Montgomery started at the 
top by appearing with Roy Acuff. 
She’s made her mark in country and 
pop as a Single artist and with Jones 
and Pitney. Melba’s a big ‘sugar ‘n’ 
spice girl’ — but she’s getting bigger 
with every record. That’s Melba Mont- 
gomer ... soul-sational! 
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regional success. DURWOOD morte tre- 
cently has re-recorded the Willie Nel-. 
son song I GOTTA GET DRUNK 
AND I SURE DO DREAD IT, one of 
his best selling records. His latest is 
EAST BOURBON STREET b/w 
ODDS AND ENDS BITS AND 
PIECES for Metromedia. 

A DURWOOD HADDOCK is also a 
songwriter. He wrote THERE SHE 
GOES, FAMILY PROBLEMS, WHEN 
THE SWELLIN GOES DOWN, BIG 
NITE AT MY HOUSE, HOW ARE 
THINGS IN YOUR CITY and many 
more. 

A DURWOOD HADDOCK has 
played the fiddle since he was 16 years 
of age. He mastered the instrument 
playing in the classier southern Okla- 
homa beer joints where no one both- 
ered to check his ID card. Later he 
moved to West Texas and played 
fiddle with different Western Swing 
Bands in West Texas beer joints just 
about as classy as those in Southern 
Oklahoma. The only difference being 
you couldn’t spit on the floor in 
Oklahoma. 

A DURWOOD HADDOCK was 
born in Lamasco, Texas. At that time 
Lamasco consisted of one general 
store, one gas station, one church and 
three outhouses. According to DUR- 
WOOD the outhouses and the gas 
pumps have withstood the ravages of 
time, and the gas pumps could go any 
day. A Texas outhouse has a reputa- 
tion of longevity. The native Texan 
now makes his home in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee after living in Phoenix, Arizona 
for a short time. 


That is A DURWOOD HADDOCK, 
yes, there’s something fishy about the 
name but there’s nothing fishy about 
the person. 
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FOR THE BEST IN PERSONALITY RADIO 
LISTEN DAILY TO. JOHNNY DALLAS 
WAYNE FARRAR 
TERRY JAMES 
JOSH RANDALL 
RANDY RYDER 


STAGECOACH INN 


RAY CHANEY, MASTER OF FT. WORTH 
COUNTRY MUSIC 


NOVEMBER 18 — Freddy Hart — “Easy Lovin” 


DON REEVES — The Ranch Hands Wed — Sun 
DAVE FARLEY — The Sunshiners Sun — Tues 


8 A.M. — 2 A.M. 
LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY AT 8 P.M. 


2615 E. Belknap — 834-9330 


OCTOBER 13th — Jimmy Heap & The Melody Masters with Ken Idaho 
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